
Spanish rail companies represent a pioneering industry that has become one of the main reference points
¡n many transport projects worldwide due to their expertise and highly developed technological advances.
-ie Spanish ra¡l industry has experienced

! Enif¡cant growth dur¡ng recent ye¿rs as a
':!ult of the technological advances developed

I compan¡es ¡n the sector,the'qual i ty of i ts

:.oducts and services,and the high

: J¿lification of its professionals.

The investment effort ¡n R&q the

.roductivity of the manufacturers of rolling stock,

)J¡iliary equ¡pmentt consulting companies,

:rE¡neering and service companie'as well as the

i¡per¡ence gained with participation in many
-¿non¿l¿nd intenationa I projects, especia lly in

:¡! last decade,are allbasic aspectsthat have

:-med railways into one of the key sectors

. lhe Spanish economy, fully com pet¡tive in

:oth the internaland the externalmarket.

The progress ofthis industry has allowed

:-! creation ofa very important net\ivork of

!.-¿ff,medíum and Iarge com pa nies, placing
- 5 industry at the forefront ofthe world
-¿Aet,and tumiñg it into one ofthe b¡ggest
.¿-,rployment and investment generato15.The

,:.ength ofthe Spanish rajl sector in the wold is

:_e best example ofthe great potential of future

levelopmentand good course to advance

:.Á¡,¡ard the change in its grow¡ng pattern.

]{r,rh (ompanies represent a pioneering
-dustrybeing one of the main reference points
_ many rail projects for their expertise and
_ ghlydeve¡oped techno¡og¡cal advances.

In the ¡nternat¡onal spotl¡ght
-he experience acquired by Spanish rail

:ompanies within the modernisation plan

rromoted by the Spanish lv4inistry ofpubl ic

,vorks over the pastfew years has not gone

rnnot¡ced abroad. Many countries have paid

¿nention to the technological innovations

Jeveloped by our industry,and to the high

legree ofspecial isat ion of the professionals

ñ the sectot,

H¡gh-speed, for instance, has positioned

Spain as one ofthe most advanced countnes rn
rail technology.The most modern trains from

the biggest manufacturers in the world run on

¡ts tracks.The u5,8razi l ,  Saudi Arabia and

Vietnam,among others, have shown interest in
Spanish developments in this m¿tter for their

future transport plans; whereas Turke, for

example,already counts on the expertise of

Span¡sh companies for its high-speed projects.

What we have before us is a very

consolidated industry, with st¿te-of-the aft

solutions for the 21st centu ry trans port and

all its fields latest-generat¡on trains,

sop h ist¡cated materia ls, environ mentally-

friendly component' innovative

communicat¡on systems and quali f ied services

in engineering or consult ing services f ields.

For al l these many reasons, Spain is now a

worldwide example not only in high-speed

but al5o in metropolitan tra n sport, especia lly
in everyth¡ng concern¡ng technology and
performance ofurban networks - that is

studied throughout the world.

The growth and international expansion

are a strong bet for the contribut¡on to the
development of rai¡transport ¡n the world,

with technological advances, new products.

and pioneering services.The sector's main
objectives forthe future are greater presence

in new projects in emerg¡ng countries,and

consolidation ¡n markets such as Europe,

Amer¡ca and As¡a.

The promotion role of
associations: MAFEX
The strength ofone ofthe most consolidated

sectors in out economy should reptesent an

opportun¡tyto boost its growth in the

¡nternational market, especially nowadays that
nationalrail proje(ts have been affected by the

economic situation and the decrease in
production.In thisjoint effort towards full

internat¡onal¡sation of the Span¡sh industr,

assoc¡at¡ons such as MAFEX play a dyñamic role

and help companies to promote themselves.

MAFEXI main objective is ro promote the

Spanish rai l  sector abro¿d, regardless ofthek

size or activity,so they can benefit from new

busines5 op po ftu n ities. Therefore, s ince its

origin,the Associat ion has caíied out intense
promot¡on workthrough the organisation of

various activities (tradedelegat¡ons,

attendance at exhibitions,training activ¡ties,

etc).Created in 2004, it curently has 64

members representing more than 70% of

the Spanish exports in the ra¡lsectorThe

companies ofthe ra¡lsector grouped ¡n

fvlAFEX provide employment to more than

51,000 people, and as recently as 2009,

sold technology outside our country for

!l . l8r mil l ¡on.This last f igure only refers

to the activity of its associated companies

within the own rdi l  sector, and not to othe15.

8ein9 aware ofthe big ch¿llenge ahead

in the upcoming years, fvlAFEX cont¡nues with

¡ts dynamic role jn the sectorthrough the
e_lab.lra_tion. sf a cqm+le(e. 9an. e( es\i\({el
including the joint presence of Span¡sh

companjes at InnoTr¿ns. A¡so, this in¡tiative
wi¡l be complemented ¡n the following

months with new and direct trade delegations

to the US, Brazi l ,and Venezuela,and with

attendance to the exh¡bition Business on

Rails (Brazi l)  and the world congress UtC Hjgh
Speed (China).These actions aim to promote

the image of Span¡sh companies abroad

and to contribute to a better internationaf

aw¿reness of their technological capac¡ty,

expertise and spec¡alisation a road that
guarantees the future ofour industry and i ts
competitiveness worldwide.
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